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PURSUA T TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE State Administrative Pro-
cedure Act., OTICE is hereby given of  the following action: 
Action taken: Amendment of  Part 180 of  Title 6 NYCRR. 
Statutory authority: Environmental Conservation Law, sect.ion 11-0511 
Subject: Animals dangerous to health or welfare. 
Purpose: To expand the list o f  animals which pose a risk to health or 
welfare of  the people of  the state or indigenous fish and wildlife. 
Text or summary was published in the September 18, 2019 issue of  the 
Register, l.D. No. ENV-38-19-00001-P. 
Fiual rule as compared with last published rule: No changes. 
Text o f  rule and any required statements and analyses may be obtained 
from: Joe Therrien, Y S  Department of  Environmental Conservation, 
625 Broadway, Albany NY 12233, (518) 402-8985, email: 
joseph. therrien@dec.ny.gov. 
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Additional matter required by statute: A programmatic environmental 
impact statement is on file with the Department of  Environmental 
Conservation. 
Revised Regulatory Impact Statement 
The original Regulatory Impact Statement, as published in the otice of  
Proposed Rule Making, remains valid and does not need to be amended. 
Revised Regulatory Flexibility Analysis 
The original Regulatory Flexibility Analysis statement, as published in the 

otice of  Proposed Rule Making, remains valid and does not need to be 
amended. 
Revised Rural Area Flexibility Analysis 
The original Rural Area Flexibility Analysis statement, as published in the 

otice of  Proposed Rule Making, remains valid and does not need to be 
amended. 
Revised Job Impact Statement 
The original Job Impact Statement, as published in the Notice of  Proposed 
Rule Making, remains valid and does not need to be amended. 
Initial Review o f  Rule 
As a rule that requires a RFA, RAFA or JIS,  this rule will be initially 
reviewed in the calendar year 2023, which is no later than the 3rd year af-
ter the year in which this rule is being adopted. 
Assessment o f  Public Comment 

The Department received approximately 730 comments on the proposed 
regulation related to expanding the list of  animals the Department finds to 
be dangerous to the health and welfare of  the public or indigenous wildlife. 
Seven hundred of  the comments were received as a form letter. We 
reviewed the substance o f  each comment and organized our responses by 
topic. Comments not pertinent to this rule making are not addresses here. 

Comment: Many individuals noted their support for the proposed 
changes, stating that expanding the list of  dangerous animals will protect 
the public and indigenous wildlife. 

Response: DEC agrees that expanding the list o f  animals found to be 
dangerous will allow the Department to provide increased safeguards for 
public health and safety and that of  indigenous wildlife. 

Comment: Several writers voiced concern that wild animals should not 
be kept as pets and supported these changes. 

Response: To clarify, these regulatory changes do not address posses-
sion of  dangerous animals as pets in New York State. Such possession as 
pets is already prohibited in NYS Environmental Conservation Law I 1-
0512. The amendments of  this proposed rule involve possession of  danger-
ous animals for exhibition and other authorized activities. 

Comment: One writer asked if the rule would eliminate the reporting 
requirement requiring individuals to notify their respective Town Clerks 
of  the presence o f  dangerous animals. 

Response: The rule does not modify or supersede any requirements of  
the state municipal law. Any person licensed to possess an animal report-
able to the local Town Clerks office, as required by Section 209-cc of  the 
General Municipal Law, will still be required to do so. 

Comment: One writer suggested changing the exempt.ion in 180.1 (d)(2) 
from "temporary" possession, to "permanent" possession, voicing concern 
that dangerous animals will not be allowed to be possessed long-term in 
appropriate facilities. 

Response: The exemption provided for in the referenced paragraph 
[180. l(d)(2)] is specific to the temporary possession of  native wildlife for 
rehabilitative purposes. This exemption is necessary so that licensed 
wildlife rehabilitators can continue to provide rehabilitative care for 
certain species o f  wildlife which are included in the list of  dangerous 
animals such as black bear, raccoons and skunks. This exemption does not 
apply to nor limit the permanent possession of  dangerous animals by 
licensed exhibitors. 

Comment: One writer questioned why fox are considered dangerous 
animals. 

Response: The list of  dangerous animals in the amended rule incorpo-
rates the entire list of  animals that the Legislature found to be a threat to 
the health and safety of  New York residents, which includes fox. 

Comment: One commenter remarked that skunks should not be put on 
the same level as tigers or lions as they pose far less danger to humans. 

Response: Although skunks, raccoons, and bats can cause physical harm 
to humans through biting, scratching, or clawing, the inclusion of  these 
species in the list of  dangerous animals was due to their ability to carry the 
rabies virus. The rabies virus is fatal not only to these species but to 
humans as well. Any cont.act between humans and these species whether 
through bite, scratch, or saliva is considered an exposure that may warrant 
the exposed human receiving post-exposure rabies shots and often 
euthanasia of  the animal for testing. 

Comment: Several comments were received questioning the ability of  
currently licensed facilities to obtain additional dangerous animals for 
educational purposes. 






